


United States District Court 

Oakland, CA 

Honorable Judge Jeffrey S. White 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 

v. 

 

DEFENDANT’S NAME 

 

CASE NUMBER 



DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

(July 4, 1776) 

“The history of  the present King of  Great-Britain  

is a history of  repeated injuries and usurpations . . .  

For depriving us in many cases,  

of  the benefit of  Trial by Jury . . . 



CONSTITUTION 

(Sept. 17, 1787) 

“We, the People of   

the United States,  

in order to form 

a more perfect Union, 

 establish Justice . . . 

Article III 

“The trial of   

all crimes . . . 

shall  

be by jury;” 

BILL OF RIGHTS 

(December 30, 1791) 

Sixth Amendment 

“In all criminal  

prosecutions,  

the accused shall  

enjoy the right  

to a speedy and  

public trial, 

by an 

impartial jury . . .” 



"I consider trial by jury as the only anchor yet 

imagined by man by which a government can 

be held to the principles of its constitution.” 

Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States   

Author, Declaration of Independence 





Timing of the Trial 
This trial is estimated to take X court days 

INSERT DATES OF TRIAL HERE 

(not including deliberations) 

 

Trial Schedule: 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays:   

8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays:  8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 

Each day will have two 15-minute breaks 

 

 



Jury Selection Procedures 
•  Voir Dire 

• A French Word Meaning to Speak the Truth 

• All members of the panel will respond to list 

of general questions 

• I will then pose other questions to the group 

• Honesty important 

• Questions not designed to embarrass 

• Semi-private option if uncomfortable 

answering in open court 



Can I Get Excused From Jury Duty? 



Can I Get Excused From Jury Duty? 

•  Extremely busy 

•  Other things going on in your life 

•  Sacrifice 

• Extreme financial hardship 



Everyone Does Jury Duty 



The Courtroom Deputy: 

 Minutes of trial 

 Mark and keeps 

exhibits 

 Places witness 

under oath 

  Swears you as jurors 

  Will apologize for 

delays 

 Comes to get you in 

jury room 

 



The Court Reporter 

 Verbatim transcript of 
trial 

 “Real Time” record 
for judge 

  She can’t take down: 
  Silence 

  Two people talking 

  Non-verbal 
communication 



7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

14 13 12 11 10 9 8 



During the Voir Dire Process 

• Please do not check out 

• Pay attention to questions 

• Make a mental note of responses 

• Helps make jury selection more 

efficient 

• Not intended to waste your time! 



Parties and Attorneys: 

Government 



Parties and Attorneys: 

Defendant 



Orders 

• Parties cannot speak to you outside of 

court 

• Not rude, simply following my order 

• Jurors tasked with making a decision 

based only upon what they see and 

hear in court 



INDICTMENT 

• Indictment is the way a criminal case 

begins 

• The Indictment is not evidence 

• Defendant has denied all of the charges 

• You are not to presume from the fact 

that the government filed an Indictment 

that the defendant is guilty 



Statement of the Case 

• INSERT TEXT FOR STATEMENT OF THE CASE HERE 

• (USE AS MANY SLIDES AS NEEDED) 



General Questions 
•  NAME 

• CITY OF RESIDENCE 

• EDUCATION 

• MOST RECENT JOB, EMPLOYER 

• ORGANIZATIONS, CLUBS, UNIONS, ETC. 

• HOBBIES 

• MARITAL STATUS 

• SPOUSE / PARTNER’S OCCUPATION 

• CHILDREN, AGES, THEIR OCCUPATIONS 

• PRIOR JURY SERVICE - CRIMINAL / CIVIL 

•  DID YOU REACH A VERDICT? 

• EVER IN MILITARY OR LAW ENFORCEMENT 

• EVER A PARTY OR WITNESS IN COURT 

 





POTENTIAL WITNESS LIST 

The following 

are potential 

witnesses in the 

case 



Potential Witnesses 
• ADD LIST OF WITNESSES HERE AND USE 

AS MANY SLIDES AS NEEDED 





Conduct of the Jury 

• I will now say a few words about your 

conduct as jurors. 

• First, keep an open mind throughout the 

trial, and do not decide what the verdict 

should be until you and your fellow 

jurors have completed your 

deliberations at the end of the case.   

 



• Second, because you must decide this 

case based only on the evidence 

received in the case and on my 

instructions as to the law that applies, 

you must not be exposed to any other 

information about the case or to the 

issues it involves during the course of 

your jury duty.  Thus, until the end of the 

case or unless I tell you otherwise: 

 



• Do not communicate with anyone in any 

way and do not let anyone else 

communicate with you in any way about 

the merits of the case or anything to do 

with it.  This includes discussing the 

case in person, in writing, by phone, 

smart phone, or electronic means, via e-

mail, text messaging, or in or on any 

Internet chat room, blog, website 

(including such social networking media 



• like Facebook, My Space, LinkedIn, You 

Tube, and Twitter) or other feature.  This 

applies to communicating with your fellow 

jurors until I give you the case for 

deliberation, and it applies to 

communicating with everyone else 

including your family members, your 

employer, the media or press, and the 

people involved in the trial, although you 

may notify your family and your employer 

that you have been seated as a juror in the 

case.  



• But, if you are asked or approached in 

any way about your jury service or 

anything about this case, you must 

respond that you have been ordered not 

to discuss the matter and to report the 

contact to the court. 

• Because you will receive all the 

evidence and legal instruction you 

properly may consider to return a 

verdict: 



• do not read, watch, or listen to any 

news or media accounts or commentary 

about the case or anything to do with it; 

do not do any research, such as 

consulting dictionaries, searching the 

Internet or using other reference 

materials; and do not make any 

investigation or in any other way try to 

learn about the case on your own. 



• The law requires these restrictions to 

ensure the parties have a fair trial based 

on the same evidence that each party 

has had an opportunity to address.  A 

juror who violates these restrictions 

jeopardizes the fairness of these 

proceedings, and a mistrial could result 

that would require the entire trial 

process to start over. 



• If any juror is exposed to any outside 

information, please notify the court 

immediately. 




